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Abstract

This paper presents the history and observational records of Nagashima
Astronomical Observatory established in 1949 at Nagashima Aiseien, a national sana-
torium for Hansen’s disease in Japan. The observatory was a part of the meteorologi-
cal observatory of the sanatorium, and the observers, who were also Hansen’s disease
patients, conducted regular sunspot observations and occasional stellar occultations.
The observatory also provided residents and staff of the sanatorium with oppor-
tunities to enjoy watching stars. Two astronomers outside the sanatorium deeply
committed to the foundation and observations at the Nagashima Observatory: Issei
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Yamamoto, the first director of Kyoto University’s Kwasan Observatory, and Minoru
Honda, known for his discoveries of comets and novas. The records of sunspot and oc-
cultation observations were sent to Yamamoto as well as to the Tokyo Astronomical
Observatory (Today’s National Astronomical Observatory of Japan) . The signifi-
cance and uniqueness of the astronomical observations at Nagashima Observatory are
discussed from the perspectives of amateur astronomy and the history of Hansen’s
disease sanatoria.
Key words: sunspots, lunar occultation, amateur astronomy, Hansen’s disease
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DOREBEGE TEE | OBMIEIOH BT YR O e HEEEEIC L 5 TREMBIZEEL T W
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O KRTHEEICHIRSINTVWSH1937THED THILKRHM] SR L 22, TOHIZIERED AL T
ERASIEEOW
0 MBEOER CIXRRBHFrOMEEE 2T L BEEEE THELS) LI TS E 0% W (E L EEHR
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BHOEEEZBGEL TV, LIANBAVWLTAS L, #HE, BEOHZELS TP THREINZDIZIX
Bl U7z, BEFROBBEIINEESZIEFIZTOVRVWRELARN LG TH-72] EHELTWS, £/
BATHEDSMKAIZZDHOAHE DHE2VEZIIZEHKATE D, ZTOWL DMK H DO EBIZHKE
7o THREIZIE ] ICEHEINTWS (KH 1972), TEPZIZHETHD IZR TSI TI—FZ eIV N—-D
YA UDRHDBR] LVHSEKHOZENSIE, N UHFEETHoMKEIZEH R[S IZHE L ZARKHO AW L
2. HEBZ IV ANA—D L Y ZOEEN 2B L T\ Z e imAII 5, M 13 B AT V8 B
WA TL v ADEGI 21T > Tz L IIANDO FHUZFE N T W S (FH 2012),
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Fig. 1. Nagashima observatory (1929-1930s)

Fig. BN T HON T W72 1949F 0 51950 FRICN T T E I TR I NZEEX
XBETHD, BRIFFAVWZREBIZZ->TED, HRIZAZ 20V HFEBINZTA VFKHNE
EHFETH D, Fig2lZREAR T HFERICEHHE S N T WS ENKIZ, KEBIHFT & KXXE DAL
BERHTRULEZELDTH S, BEOFRMEIZNr EE WD NEWEIZ, B ORI RIEE
CLUTHELH-STWS [HEDH] hhH, RXBEZDTSFHAEZDIZE>TVWDE I L
Bonbd, BATOEEIZH o TXINARDVKERFIZEE L & HICENZ R TR-72 & 5 7205,
MHE O OFT S TFTEVWSISENOEERGHAS ThbZ ik, BERE LTHRLE
EERIOBERMEHR EAEMNITTWZZ 22008 bR 5,

BREOEERIZKXEOEYIE R, BN FE-> T Wiz b b &l 1 2% -
TW3 (Fig3), RXBDOBHIPWOETHRITONIZONE-Z D LI EiEahroTW0A
WA, IRE TR 2 BB OFLFRIX19604E £ T, MlBIHNIX19614E £ TRIBMPHER I N T
W5, HH (1956)12 & AVIXT9544F T AR FE DN 12 K 0 HERBLANZ I G 3 5 72 6 O iz 53
DHEDHIT> TV D, [RBHNIL19604FH LIS MG HIT o N TV B IZH b5 TR
BHIAFR LT LUE o 7HEd E< O TRV, FHIZENZE, WRTAS A T4 v
IN—TBMEATEDP Lo TC LES722 8, FHBRAICEBHOIZDOD VN7 —HNARE
ULTEARZEEHAL>IDICEBLTVWER DI TH-7216, BEEBOITEHIZOWV
TRBEEDOEHDOBEBREL DD SR VWEDZ LT, EESBENOHWAEELHELZNA
DB EIETTERD»o7,

fKH (1956)ICEEM I NTWVWDE RN B EEHEBFDHE T2 ELHTHEL, RXABDA
B X BUAE O L RS A e AR 6539 % M, ENEEMRESEERBMA T, B
134°14'58.1", JbA&34°40'38.8", FEE39.1m, sfild=a— b ARG RERE (HEZEEA) .
L2851 > F. AR5 1em, 2R E40, 60, 80, 120, 160, 2501%, B L O =1 v F i JrEHk
. W HZER.

16 201742 H 8 L U201842 H DFRHEKADE ESH Y & 0,
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Fig. 2. Map of Nagashima Aiseien replicated from Nagashima Jugo Nenbo. South is up. Locations of
the meteorological observatory (up) and the astronomical observatory (below) are indicated by the arrows
added by the author.

Fig. 3. Remains of the obseravtory (2014, photo by the author).
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3. REXXABILHITZEA

3.1.  KBEGEH

KGRI KX BB INZEELSITONTWEZESTH S, KEHERID AT Y
FLEABOBERPEFENIITb, TORBVEINTVWEDIXIB2HENSTH S, HKH
(1956)12 K iE, RXABILYHIE, HNO —BAFEPERE X CREFRO RE, A«
MIF7-BLERZ2T\W, H, RE, HEREDBEZTo T\, PURTHEEZEZBIAEEL

Ao —HHEAZBRZITE S EWVWS 22D, ZOFEUOH & L TR RAOBH % 4
DD THD, BHIIHT>TIE, ZEHFIZL > TRAEBOBATTFLZHEL,

HAHW, EREAZGNZILURZADEZLDAT Yy FR2RETHEL2HE S L VWoZl e EdHo
T2o N VIRDRITH 2 NEED /- DRI KGERE 2 R D - Fr B 72 B DR DT IT
O XL R BHFRZTHI RS CRBRORI BoREDEREH >0, Fr-mEdH 5
T19524E2 H 2 & il Bl 23D o 7z,

5 H O KBGO ERITIUAP HKBEBRICH N UM R LAETH B ILARE
(HEXXE), BEUHARIABIZHRESINT Wz, BIERHMREDEE L TWBIIARER

DD RETZDHBEDDIFIZEH D DGR H DD, 19584 L 1959412 U TIEFl s "o
Mo TV, 7277 LR T % K CHBOEHIZ L AF 19584 & 1959412+ [ | ) 2 B A3
fThihT\\Wiz,

Fig Al IUARERI D & B DD o 72 K5 R R BUER S T, KIGTEEIDTE R 72 - 721956 4F-2
HOHDTH3, ZOHIKI4HE23HIZT ) ¥y —HRDE & 724, 23 H 1213 m AR 5
ERARDOTE b ARy A E TV S (Meyer, Parker, & Simpson 1956; Cliver et al. 2014)
7, BREFIZEBHBBEILUTW/ZE ST, ZOHIKR9H T 28HBI 0BG SR H 5, TR
DMz EHBE (KEFETH WHBASRICRZ 28 ) ¥ —a v 7 (RADFES EIZERNT S
BHIZM) OBl GEEkE LTV Z & 83005,

MR (1956)121%, BNAT v FOFIES K OEBHRO AT v FOFILREHRI LTV S,
HAF 1952411 H21H, 19534E8H17H ., 19564E2H16HTH 5, HH (1956)Ic k5 &, 51
VFRPEEGE VA Ty FlE, ETARETEE LU CAHELBRRE#H S, 20D 50
THEHMECTEHZEEZ ATy F U, BEB (7407 RSB 28x7-2H5, Bl
ML WRHZIZID A7y FIM b 2 b Hoz2 WS, BIREZEATTARIZES X
NERXEBTERBEIZODZ>TATYyF 29 5DIF, WE, ZEIZBE2EDOTVWEI DS
WA Y VIR TR EWEETH > - L I N5, FigbidMH (1956) 12 #8#K D A
Ty FDIDT, 19564F2H16HDH D ThH 5, L PEERICHEIELR S BRAHER EdDT ) ~

17 FY Uy =BG L ITKBREDEMPCXMBIRO BB AR TH 2 EMEO B2 RAET S Z LT, K
IR A o BEILRENRELIHALTH L, T b rvARy Ty BT 2Fh0e L
EEIANE—KTFRREL» S KREICREL T, ALHEEORERFHMRIT OB R DOMENEL S
R TH 2, £5 0 RGOEKIEE (R ([CHKT 2 MIKEDOFHEREOEI (FHRK) ICBb 2
B Thsd, HAREDI VY MfRaie LTIRE (20067 L,
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Vry—BRETO P UARY M EGERIUZEARTDH B (Cliver et al. 2014), #KH (1956)
FZOHDT ) vy —BRIZE AL TWA, BERXXEOBMZH W TERARDOELL
2277720 T, 19584EEN KGO KR L 722 Th A5 Z &, 1956412 A > TKEGIE
BIPNRUTER IR0 Z 2B FERLTE D, BITHEWIIZBHI Z 7> T W72 Tidz <,
B A HIER . RCBARANDE WL Z R > TBIIIZH 72> TV Z 2RI MR 5,
IIAERNZIZREBERXBIZB T 2REAT Y FORERARPIEDAE TN T2, Fig6
MEDATYFThb, HZ1954F3H13H, BHE IZFHRH T, 2oft, Kl ¥ —A > 7,

EINTVE, TNUMIEBRIEDREAT Y FTROP >TSS DIXME (1956) 8 #K
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SHEIHDEDEIFNRITTWS, ILARZZEHO T FaT7hrokonTL 2EHlGEHEED
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BETZOADOBHGEENMRE SN TVWAHELOWMO HEINZEFIZR>TWZDO2rE LN
AN

oW, HARXZEEPFBITUTWARXHARIZIEEL LTI Y FaT bbb

2B 6 O BEBRRE PRI N TWe, BRI Tws 03 HE Er Ao
L) T eIsBFE, S, B, SIS - SEReETh . BRABHE DOLEDE

WMEINTWBZILEH D, RBEHEL IZBHEZ EDOMIEDZODBRET, U7 B
R, Bffiaf, BAltOREqL T 5L

R=k(10g + f) &

T4 Z 53 % (Hoyt & Schatten 1998), KX HRIZIX19534EH 5 19604E 12 H21F T, LR D
WHEEFIRERXE DD 2EAMPHHINTE D, 1961FEEORERXE L HS
NEWEFRADZoRWD, IHAEROREEIES UAEHLETHI9604FK £ TITIXEHFK
RGBT LW EZ SN D,
KIXHRIZE T 519544F1-12H OBHITRE (19554FE5H S5H8#k) 2ik, REEXRXHDO#
HWF e UCHRHEER, REHKDO2LDLETE & & IZHEHES L HMEDLELH v, HEIXST
F RS CTEEIZL.4, KRBV FRIFTHEIXL6E H D, ILARERNZH 5 EFH O EE KX
B o OBHEREZ R 25 &, 19544FE12H10H2 5510 VFREFL Y XD T IV I ESD 7= D8]
HZ21 v FIRFT2ZHND LW REDREVWTH S, ZOHOBEMENKREZ 7720, AR
DEIREKFLICRS7ZDTH A S, B HBD1955F1-12H OB L (19564E11 A S #K)
WITERERXEDOMHEABER L UTiM Y F R U2EH I N T WAV, (IARER O %
BT BHE, 1955FAHIIHP S B U VFREEEFEZHWTE Y, ThE ToMiZ2T
YFRITEH T W Z DG h o7z, THUIMKHE (1956) 12 5Lk & 21T\ B kB bt D
72D DEEFEDOWERH e H —FH L TWVWDB,
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Fig. 4. Monthly sunspot report of February 1956 by Nagashima observatory.

Fig. 5. Sunspot sketch of February 16, 1956 by Nagashima observatory (taken from {&KH (1956))
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Fig. 6. Sunsport by Nagashima observatory found inYamamoto ducuments.

IIARERNC B 2 RER XA RABIHEG IS N T WA A40NE, EBROARHZEK,
KiggE oMz, gefdyn. FREE, WERHZMA 2584 TH 5, TOHIZEA=MKHEHD %I
R\, Ui UBRH B Z SR (KHE 1972)12 1%, KHE=FNBE I P EABHZfToTWkI %
RIERDFERI TV D,

i B D 4l & SE A E) U C TN B B w8512 KB % 1B 5
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B 5B U7z 26T KRR RIXERBED A L
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K[IMDELNTHEIFENTZD ATy FHIZENHESTUIELFZ2ARDZD Vo 2k, K
PR ATy F ORBFIIIHEARENEDTH D, IMH=FNPEEGTHEABHZIT-T
W2 Z L BFEWRWES S, —HRER[IQ T RFERICEBRFT B4 U TEADPR L2 [X
RBP20FE DA A (BEN 1955)121%, HH=BENIZE < & B 19534FEEHITIX TFREM I %2 k-
Tl ULESIFEHRRVEAL T WA LRI NT WS, FMH (1956)i1I2H, HH5IZDW
T IEMBIAFHEE LTORNTZ2EBELTWE] LORBPHB, TNOHZBETSH L. 1949
EORXEDBRTEUIES SIBMEKH=MNESSBH Z1T> TW, 08T E 72811
EBTIEM AR VIFEBRDIVELTCLE SR EEZASNBS,

MR (1956) 12 K NiE, RXAEDOBR TERICHKE & HIZKBBH 217> TW20ld TR
BHE] & EAE] OZATHo720, TOZALETERIFRPEATHOVEZ, B
HZ UIEUIERW U< TEAR S o7z, 19524E0 5 OBl O EBX, EREE] &0

18 IRKH=FENRZ DEAIRANEIZDVWTHEER L TVWIDOEFEICHRZEL TTH DM, KHBZEIEICI
WKHPREFN 22T TROZBE LI ERDP2HRH 5, £/, kENLRPIZENPTRRVD [H
EODTAURIZLTNIIAREDHENADE L —D2 D=2 >D] LY X—HIZEBDH/-72~7=5H
HIZHEREZ ST THRE- DLV X—D20H EZh W EALVREZZNZTNIL] CVoz@idib b, =
AT THRBBINEREZTENT W Z &R 015,
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VT B B O FE RS AR RS VX B 134°13/45. 77, Jbf#34°406.4"CTH D, T HIFEANIHED
MEIZIZIE L TWVW5,

3.2. HEfkEH

EERXETIHEABEICMZ CHIZLAHEEOBHEN S Tbh T\, ZHIEFRER
ZOEENMPHIZENTHOHHTARLZ2EE LSBT VWS HDTH S, ik
HOWEDOIE, HEDKEZIOHE, EEEERORER R LR BREIZWRHERH D, H
DY X F a7 DEERDK E 72578 T & % (Richichi 1994; Dunham et al. 2000),

MR (1956)12 & 5 &, MBI ZEBD - DIXARHET, REERXAR LN SHEIZFE
o/ 1954F9H12HD Z 2 TH 5, AHIZZD-DIZHMOREZFIZH T DWW, ThXxT
FHANTHo-RES 2 HEEEMNOREBICRD7Z1E, KEBED T IV I ES O FHEN,
BEOWEEZITo7z, ETIHIIHITIEEERXE XV BESINLMFDOZE I BB

FAZEHBBAL TS, KHIZZOMAEE, SMES BAERICE > TERIHEEZT\V., 7
NV IPESIZOWTIEESH [FHEOEER ] FTHEWTWS, REINZLEREFETIHD T
BEOBNZFT>7-DIX1955F4H1IHDZ & TH 5,

KI8T Rz, RERXHITE T 2 BHEH O FEM 2l ik I ARER 2 S 13/
Do TWR, ME—F Do TV BT Fig. 7TIZRT19554FE11H DR TH S, 7T F
T KB HIMBIHOME IR ARXEBE L RXFRTHENLTE D, B FARRIC K H®
TRAFAINTWD, TNIZX DL, 19554 & 19564 I 5F 9D, 1961 FE 21, RERXE
o BB OBEN D 5, Aii Tl R72 & 5 IZ19614E BRI B o @ HERIZ T b <
2o T\ A REMED E W AY, HERREIH 2 17 X 2 BB I3 1061 F DI AT E A K-> TWwWi=6 L
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KEDHERBI DR D B, 19584, 19594F 73 D HERAT O A X K CHMITIFFEEH I N T
W2,

O AREROESBHHE I TR LW BEBEZOHDEDIT RV, [FHEEE] L\W0W5 0035 5 BRI
AHTH B, ZBEME (1956)11F TR IX & <HE O BABHOERZ LTI NE) EITHOBES
HiRL7Z) b5,
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Fig. 7. Record of occultation observation at Nagashima observatory found in the Yamamoto documents.

3.8. T D1t

1955 DRI IFARHEDHE N T, MEBPITH SN B/NEZE ZBBAKE L, — & 2R
B L L HICHREBNOEEEZB 2 o7 LMKH (1956)121xH 5, £/, BERND
—MAFEXFE, REcH, HE, AR, AW, #E, HEERLXDOBE2LTbhTW
720 RXBPER L 721949FEDHDZHHDHIZIIH DBIER 21T\, ZDHDEEHIX100
HEEAZE TREARIER] FEEIhTnws,

4. FE

ARTREN LV VREBRTHIEEZAERICRKXEBPERIN-RiGgL, TITA
iz K0 frbh iz KBl OEERLZ, (UARER S X O 184 TRXHBK] 2dne UT]
e, —MIEAFMENSDEEMOIZESWTHR Lz, 22607228 D—DIE,
EERXBEOBUPHYUBRES AT T4y Z7I2f7bN0TWiz2 WS Z e Thd, BlllLE
HAENIZBWT TEEEE] & U TMNEN T SN TWIKREHIFTICE 1 28BHZEKED —D &
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HiZFEH e UL CEABI» M Thbh, ZORBINARE EHARIEIIRESI LT W,
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EERXBOBNE-H 13, FOADE > 2 EA=KE B AN FE L v A0 FHE
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72EZ Tl otz, FEEMFEELEINTVEZLIZVWZ, BIHIOWNERIXE» SEREINZD
DTIEFRL, KEBNFRELZSBNIUAPARKHOMEZ2MELNSHSRDT W, TDOEK
THEBRXEDOBHNE T FaT7IZ L38O NEMNITPEYETHA S5, RERXA
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DENZH I U IR —FIZE DT FaTRKIXRE2BETCLZIETEHONT WS R, E
EBRXEBEOHAEL ZDRLIZELRLZEDEEZ D550, BE/NIVX 08 SEH %
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FLET,
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