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Structure and Generation: The Path to My Doctoral Dissertation, A Study of Wenxin Diaolong

— In Place of a Final Lecture —

Hirofumi Kadowaki

Professor Emeritus, Daito Bunka University
Abstract

In my younger years, I was strongly attracted to the methods of structuralism centered on
Saussurean linguistics. My undergraduate thesis,"On Wenxin Diaolong, "analyzed the concept of
wen ("pattern,” "literary form," or "writing") in Wenxin Diaolong through a structuralist approach.
As my research progressed, however, 1 gradually came to feel that structuralist analysis alone
could not adequately explain another important aspect of the work: its concern with the process of
literary composition itself.

At this stage, the linguistic process theory of Tokieda Motoki, together with the linguistic
thought of Miura Tsutomu and Yoshimoto Takaaki, became highly significant for me. In these
theories, language was understood not as a fixed system but as a process of expression structured
as "object — cognition — expression." Based on this perspective, I wrote my master ” s thesis, 4
Study of Wenxin Diaolong, and obtained my M.A. degree.

Nevertheless, 1 gradually became aware that linguistic process theory alone could not fully
explain either the underlying thought or the overall structure of Wenxin Diaolong.

It was at this point that I encountered Akira Asada’s Structure and Power. In that work,
Asada discussed the continuity between structuralism and post-structuralism, which had originally
emerged as a critique of structuralism. What was at stake there was precisely the relationship
between "structure" and "power," that is, between structure and generation.

When I reread Wenxin Diaolong from this perspective, I came to realize that the logic of #
and yong ("substance" and "function"), which I had already discussed in my master " s thesis,
constituted the fundamental mode of thought underlying the entire text. Furthermore, I came to
understand this logic in terms of the relationship between "structure" and "generation."

My doctoral dissertation, A Study of Wenxin Diaolong, therefore attempted to reinterpret
Wenxin Diaolong not merely as a work of literary theory, but as a treatise on literary thought

grounded in the mode of thinking embodied in the logic of # and yong.
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I argued that the transitions from Dao to wen, from mind to wen, from Dao to the Classics,
from the Classics to literary genres, and from literary genres to actual writings can all be
understood as continuous processes of generation emerging from underlying structures. At every
stage, these developments may be interpreted as movements from ¢ to yong. Furthermore, I argued
that the overall composition of Wenxin Diaolong itself follows the same principle, with its first
half constituting # and its second half constituting yong.

Moreover, 1 pointed out that Wenxin Diaolong is organized as a fourfold nested structure:
first, the framework from Dao to the Classics; second, from the Classics to literary genres; third,
from literary genres to actual writings; and finally, from the first twenty chapters, which discuss
the overall # of literature, to the latter twenty chapters, which discuss its overall yong.

This paper reflects on the development of my own research on Wenxin Diaolong while
tracing the transformations of the methodologies I employed throughout that process. Put simply, it
is an intellectual journey from structuralism, through linguistic process theory, and finally toward
post-structuralism.

My research on Wenxin Diaolong began when I was twenty-one years old and continued until
I was fifty-one. Therefore, this paper may be regarded not only as an account of my own
thirty-year history of research on Wenxin Diaolong, but also as an intellectual autobiography

tracing the formation of a scholarly methodology.
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