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Overview of the Traditional Use of Carrying Baskets and Documentation of Their
Manufacturing Methods in Southern Ehime Prefecture

Sakura Kamida, Mao Miyake, Nanase Shinohara, Mankichi Okamoto, Kenji Yasuoka, Haruki
Miyamoto, Yoshinori Tokuoka

This study examined the traditional use and manufacturing methods of fugo (traditional carrying baskets) in southern
Ehime Prefecture based on interviews, video recordings of the manufacturing process, and literature surveys. The
results revealed that various local plant resources, including rice straw from glutinous rice, wheat or barley straw, and
Phormium sp., were used in the production of fugo, suggesting that plant species diversity and genetic diversity
contributed to the material diversity of this folk tool. Regional differences were also observed in terminology and
manufacturing traditions, and the production of fugo appeared to be primarily undertaken by men. At present, only a
very limited number of people retain the knowledge and skills required for its production, highlighting the urgent need
for documentation and preservation. The videos and procedural records produced in this study are expected to serve as
fundamental resources for the transmission of local traditional knowledge and the conservation of biocultural diversity.
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