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MacArthur’s Official Statement on the Abolition of Kanji

During the Allied Occupation of Japan from 1945 to 1952, the nation's language policy (known as
kokugo seisaku) underwent a major turning point. Notably, Chapter 2 of the Report of the United
States Education Mission to Japan, submitted to General MacArthur in March 1946, titled “Reform
of the National Language,” outlined groundbreaking recommendations for that time, including
restrictions on the use of Chinese characters (kanji) and the introduction of the Roman alphabet.
Against this backdrop, a widely circulated view emerged—that GHQ and MacArthur actively
promoted the abolition of kanji and the romanization of the Japanese language. This view has been
supported by some scholars in the field of Japanese linguistics.

This paper aims to demonstrate, based on primary sources and prior research, that such commonly
held beliefs lack sufficient evidentiary support. Specifically, in order to clarify what MacArthur’s
official stance on language policy actually was, this study presents an image of a primary document

from the U.S. Department of State that records his official statement at the time. This document will
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serve as an important clue for reexamining the intent behind Occupation-era policies based on
historical evidence.
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STATEMENT BY GENERAL MaAcARTHUR

In releasing a Summary of the Report of the United States Education
Mission to Japan for publication in the United States as of 6 April 1946,
General MacArthur made the following statement:

“The report and recommendations submitted to me by the United
States Education Mission to Japan cover the whole scope of the education
methods and principles very thoroughly and their analysis and represen-
tation of views reveal the high character and intelligence of the Committee
members.

“It is a document of ideals high in the democratic tradition. In origin,
these ideals are universal. Likewise universal are the ends envisaged
by the mission. In devising possible means to achieve them, full cog-
nizance has been taken of the views of the Japanese themselves regarding
the problems of better schools, better teachers and better tools of learn-
ing. Few of these proposals, therefore, will appear entirely novel or
surprising to thinking Japanese and other peoples. The report will be most
helpful to the Civil Information and Education section of my headquarters
in their further efforts to assist the Japanese government in modernizing
the Japanese educational system. The report may well be studied by all
educators regardless of individual aspects. Some of the recommendations
regarding education principles and language reform are so far reaching
that they can only serve as a guide for long range study and future
planning.

“The eventual reforms in education as worked out by the Japanese
people will provide them with a system of learning that furnishes a
thorough ground in the basic knowledge essential to their becoming a
member of the family of nations dedicated to the promotion of world
peace and respect for the fundamental human rights. The eventual form
the education organization shall take will be that as adopted by the
Japanese people in their endeavor to establish a peacefully inclined and
responsible government in accordance with the Potsdam Proclamation.

“I must express to the members of the Education Mission my sincere
appreciation for the time they so generously gave and the contribution
they have made toward a better educated world. They have earned the
thanks of the entire Allied Nations for their unstinting contribution
to the cause of educational uplift.”
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STATEMENT BY GENERAL MACARTHUR

In releasing a2 Summary of the Report of the United States Education
Mission to Japan for publication in the United States as of 6 April 1946,
General MacArthur made the following statement:
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educators regardless of individual aspects. Some of the recommendations
regarding education principles and language reform are so far reaching
that they can only serve as a guide for long range study and future
planning.
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