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Abstract

This paper reconsiders the traditional CP (complementizer phrase) analysis in
generative grammar, focusing on mismatches between complementizers and sentence
force. In standard theory, the complementizer (C) directly determines the force of its
sister IP (e.g., declarative, interrogative). However, examples like “I don’t know which
street that he lives in” reveal mismatches: “that” is declarative, while the embedded
clause is interrogative. To address this, the author proposes three hypotheses. First, the
Split-Complementizer Hypothesis claims that “that” occupies the C head, while other
elements (e.g., “if,” “whether” “do”) are adjoined. Second, the Force Checking
Hypothesis suggests “that” carries all force features ([decl], [int], [imp], [excl]), which
are activated via feature-checking with ForceP or Spec-CP. Third, the Complementizer
Collaboration Hypothesis integrates these two. This framework accounts for both
embedded and root clauses. For instance, interrogative force arises when “that” checks
features against wh-elements or auxiliary verbs in ForceP. The paper further supports
this by citing historical and modern uses of “that” across all force types, including
imperatives and exclamatives. The proposed analysis offers a unified syntactic
explanation for force mismatches, resolving limitations in previous CP analyses and
revealing the broader functional role of “that” in clause structure.
Keywords A U254 (complementizer), #55% D J1(force). Heif#fiikim (English
syntax), X =<~ U A k7’17 F A(Minimalist Program), & (checking
theory)
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(1)1 think [cr that[» Tom likes Mary]].
(2) I wonder [cr if/whether [» she loves me]].

(3)I do not know which street that he lives in. (Radford, 1997, p.148)
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(12) T asked whether that he would come.
(13) That he leave immediately.
(14) what a pity that he missed the bus.
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(13)[That he leave immediately].
(15)I suggested [that she study syntax].
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(16) *He leave now.

(17) Don’t leave now.

(16)IFMm P 2RI LE LTRETH L, —HUDITEY)TH S, b 0@ EKHfOF
WTHh 2, RFFIERS 2 W16) TEMH L E LRI, B EELSH 5 (17) Tldfr
SXELTCERAENTWE, Lo T, FlERIIMSXDE _f&fq:k%K%i’Lé@“G‘
[imperative] FEZ A T % 2 (A U RHRIERBELE L 2 U, X 0B ERH
(ADND XS CiFebiv, dab do ZFAT 2LESEN2LTH S, HELDT S
HEEZ (2017) 1k B e 2o do IZRHITERE 2 RF T - I A I NS, REE
FERENE T EHOMALITITID do BDABETHS1FT TH S, ). A XIIANKE
BL7ZX ) iEEZF->TEh., KR (18)D X 9 43T that & FEEDOERETE /2
EEZLNS, BRUICE T 25O O TIIARHOERONR TILZR 0,



(18) Go home.

6 that DEREATREHEIC D W T

T Z Tl that DRMGICOWTFERHT 2, (192D 13 that TFAEELTH L& TH R VA,
(20,22) D that IIFETE RV, TOHRBIEIHHL D0, AFETH o & b7
FORCE & LT\ % (19) D [decl] (= ¢ ) & ~— R Icfigaid 3, (19)D CP M iz i that LAk
DERNRIFAEL 72\, L7225 T that ® FORCE A I N WVWDOT, ¢ L7235,
GIIFIEY D FrEA e\ ] 2L 2 FEKRT 5 DT, that ITAMETEETH S, Lo L.
(20,22) 1% ForceP, CP {REHBFHET 5, T 4Lt that ©® FORCE £ME%Z &L, IP @
FORCE % REFT 2R TH 5 DT that 13D IZCPHETHLS LD, Lo THFETE R\,
TIEQDIFEI DD, ZOXD CP#iEIX(19) D CP #iE L Bl L <Tw 5, TNS HEiix
BERHETh Y, i off i b nwEEThH S, L L., ForceP ICHEENL,
that ® FORCE M2 RE L 2RICEDEFICH { oD F RO TIERIRICR 5, FiRk
(19)D[gleRAUEARD, (19)EEL X 5IC that ZFEELTH LALTHORWI LIk
5, UEkozethrokoz EpffEllang, [CPIEEE. ForceP ICEEND 2565 Z N
5 7% that ® FORCE M4 HAT 2 K (k%D T, that 352 LTIE L R WV FETE &
W, TRIZI==Y X FOREMICIEoT W B,

(19) I think [that / ¢ | she is cute.
(20) I wonder [if /*if that] he would come.
(21)1 suggest [that/ ¢ ] she go to school.

(22) T have no idea [how painful/*how painful that] it is to be run over by car.
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