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Transitions and Future Challenges in Gender Equality and Science,

Technology and Innovation Policies Targeting Women Researchers

Noriko Shiomitsu!”, Keiko Yamada?, Miwako Kato Homma?®
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2 Former Center of Medical Education, Sapporo Medical University

3 Department of Biomolecular Sciences, Fukushima Medical University
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Abstract: Evidence shows Japan’s proportion of women researchers is extremely low internationally.

In the 'Second Basic Plan for Gender Equality,’ science and technology were identified as fields needing
new initiatives. The 'Third Basic Plan for Science and Technology' enhanced efforts to support women
researchers. Based on these plans, MEXT began budgeting policies to promote women researchers in
2006. While the proportion has increased, Japan still ranks lowest among OECD countries. This paper
reviews initiatives for women researchers and examines resource allocation and policy targeting.
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